Western Fatwa Councils: their development and impact by Hanif, Mohammed Ahsan







Abstract and Access form 
 
After your thesis has been approved by the examiners, you are required to submit one hardbound paper 
copy and an electronic copy of your thesis (the Work) to the Library.   
 
The abstract will be published via Index to Theses, the British Library, UBIRA (the University 
research repository) and other appropriate bibliographies and indexing services. 
 
The expectation is that the full text of your thesis will also be made available, via the internet, to 
readers who are interested in your work. However, this level of access may not be suitable for all 
theses.   
 
Whichever level of access is chosen, rights granted to the University of Birmingham to distribute your 
thesis are entirely non-exclusive and you retain all your rights to re-use the work in its present version 
or future versions. Readers will be made aware that the Work is copyright.  
 
Further information is available via the Student Records web pages at 
http://www.as.bham.ac.uk/study/support/admin/pgr/thesis.shtml  
and the Library Services web pages at 
http://www.library.bham.ac.uk/support/research/Presentingyourthesis.shtml  
 
For queries relating to these options, please contact a member of the Library’s Digital Assets Team on 
0121 414 5803 or 0121 414 3918, or e-mail eprints@lists.bham.ac.uk  
 
Please indicate your preference overleaf.   
 
Note: For Clin.Psy.D. and Ap.Ed.Psy.D. degrees, vol. 2 of the thesis is automatically withheld from access for a 
period of 10 years.  In those cases, this form should be used to indicate your intentions for vol. 1 of the thesis. 
 
 
Abstract and Access form   Library Services May 2009 
Full name (surname first):  Hanif, Mohammed Ahsan  Student ID number: 921526 
 
College/Department: Department of Theology and Religion 
 
Full title of thesis/dissertation: Western Fatwa Councils: Their Development & Impact 
 
Preferred access arrangement.  Tick one option. 
 
⁯√ A.  Fully open access (Recommended) 
I agree that an electronic copy of my thesis may be included in the University’s electronic repository and any 
recognised national or international databases of theses, and that the University Library is authorised to make the 
electronic copy of the Work freely accessible to individuals and institutions - including automated agents - via the 
Internet.   
I warrant that if my thesis/dissertation does include any substantial amount of material that is copyright of a third 
party, I have sought and gained permission to include it in any version of my Work available in digital format via a 
stand-alone device or a communications network.  
In addition, the printed copy of the Work may be made available in the Library or via a recognised inter library loan 
system. 
  
⁯ B.  Electronic copy restricted, full copies may be provided on request 
I do not wish the electronic copy to be made available via any openly accessible repository until (date) ….……….…. 
I understand that from the date my degree is conferred until the date specified above, the University Library will make 
the printed copy available for consultation in the Library, and via a recognised inter library loans system.   
The Library is also authorised to provide a single full copy upon request, to any individual or organisation, delivered 
in any appropriate medium (eg print-out, photocopy or electronic copy) on condition that the copy is required for the 
purposes of non-commercial research or private study only.  
In the event of receiving a request for a copy of the Work for commercial purposes, the Library will seek authorisation 
from me, via any contact I supply to the Alumni Office.  (In the event of my long-term non-availability, authorisation 
will be sought from the Head of the Department or College through which my thesis was submitted.) 
  
⁯ C.  Electronic copy restricted, no full copies to be made  
I do not wish the electronic copy to be made available via any openly accessible repository until (date) ….……….…. 
I understand that from the date my degree is conferred until the date specified above, the University Library will make 
the printed copy available for consultation in the Library, and via a recognised inter library loans system.   
I understand that the Library may provide extracts not exceeding 5% of the whole of my dissertation or one complete 
chapter, upon request, to any individual or organisation, delivered in any appropriate medium (eg print-out, photocopy 
or electronic copy) on condition that the copy is required for the purposes of non-commercial research or private study 
only. This shall be in accordance with the generally accepted interpretations of the fair dealing and library privilege 
provisions of The Copyright Designs and Patents Act 1988 and The Copyright (Librarians and Archivists) (Copying 
of Copyright Material) Regulations 1989.    
In the event of receiving a request for a copy of the Work for commercial purposes, or a request for a copy of more 
than 5% or one chapter of the Work, the Library will seek authorisation from me, via any contact I supply to the 
Alumni Office.  (In the event of my long-term non-availability, authorisation will be sought from the Head of the 
Department or College through which my thesis was submitted). 
  
⁯  D.  Embargo on access to any copy 
I understand that I may apply to the University to retain the right to withhold any access to the content of my 
thesis/dissertation in any format, and have submitted a Restricted Access Request Form.  Access may be 
withheld for a period which shall not normally exceed four calendar years from the congregation at which the 
degree is conferred.  The actual length of the period will be specified in the application, together with the precise 
reasons for making that application.  
Abstract and Access form   Library Services May 2009 
INFORMATION FOR ABSTRACTING AND INDEXING SERVICES 
 
The information on this form will be published.  To minimize any risk of inaccuracy, please type your text.   
Please supply two copies of this abstract page. 
 
 
Full name (surname first):  Hanif, Mohammed Ahsan 
 
School/Department: Department of Theology and Religion, School of Philosophy, Theology & Religion 
 




Degree: Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) 
 
Date of submission: 10th February 2011 
 
Date of award of degree (leave blank): 
 
Abstract (not to exceed 200 words - any continuation sheets must contain the author's full name and full title of 
the thesis/dissertation): 
This study examines Western fatwā councils and all of the different aspects related to them.  It looks at 
their modus operandi, the way they operate, choose, research and discuss topics, issue fatwas and then 
disseminate those fatwas.  The study also undertakes field research to determine the way in which 
general Muslims as well as imāms and Muslim lecturers view the councils.  At the same time, the 
research also portrays the views of some of the members of the councils with regards to the councils.   
The thesis focuses on a number of issues; firstly it defines ‘Fiqh for Muslim Minorities’ and 
strongly endorses it as a justified branch of Islamic law.  Secondly, it highlights the historical roots to 
fatwā councils and how have they developed over time, thereby showing that scholars have throughout 
Muslim history gathered to discuss and debate religious issues.  It takes an in-depth look at Western 
fatwā councils, discussing their formation and main aims and objectives.  The research goes into detail 
regarding their modus operandi and the way they function.  Another element of the study is to analyse 
the edicts of Western fatwā councils and see to what extent they agree with one another, other 
worldwide fatwā councils as well as classical opinions of jurists on the same or similar issues.  The 
research also commissions social research whereby the views of the general Muslim public as well as 
imams and Muslim preachers are gauged. 
 This study finds that there is a great need for fatwā councils, particularly in the West and that 
they play a very important role for Muslims in Western societies.  The issues they discuss and the 
edicts they issue often deal with important and pertinent topics.  Western fatwā Councils have made 
great strides since their inception.  At the same time the study finds that Western fatwā Councils fall 
short in having raised sufficient awareness about them and their work.  Councils also fall short in 
allowing easy access to their work, the dissemination of their work and in connecting with Western 
Muslims in their languages. 
 
